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From the Director’s desk…

Dear Friends…

Greetings from SIHFW!!

Through this e-newsletter I want to bring focus of readers towards need of the hour-for Organ Donation in our country. There is a huge gap between the demand for and supply of organs. At different platforms, we must thrive to increase awareness about organ donation as there are a large number of people registering for need of organs. SIHFW has taken an innovative step in this direction by organizing an awareness session on Organ Donation in all the trainings organised at SIHFW. We celebrate Indian Organ Donation Day on August 3 every year, and the theme for 2024 is “Be the Reason for Someone’s Smile Today:!! A person after his death can give new life to up to 8 people by donating vital organs namely Kidney, Liver, Lung, Heart, Pancreas and Intestine and improve quality life of many more by donating tissues like cornea, skin, bone and heart valve etc. Hence, I want all readers to come forward to pledge for a noble cause and contribute in this national endeavor and also encourage others for the same contribution. E newsletter also covers information updates on various activities organised at SIHFW and in districts also. 
We would solicit your feedback and suggestions.
Best Wishes!!

Dr. O.P. Thakan 
Director-SIHFW

	Some important health and social days for July to September 2024 

	1 July-Doctors’ Day
	14 September –World First Aid Day 
(Second Saturday of September)

	11-July-World Population Day
	10 September-World Suicide Prevention Day

	22 July-World Brain Day
	21 September –World Alzheimer’s Day

	25 July-World IVF Day
	24 September –World Retina Day (Last Saturday of September)

	28 July-World Hepatitis Day
	26 September –World Contraception Day

	1 August –World Lung Cancer Day
	28 September-World Rabies Day

	3 August-Indian Organ Donation Day
	29 September-World Heart Day

	1-7 August- World Breastfeeding Week
	30 September- World Deaf Day (Last Sunday of September)

	13 August-World Organ Donation Day
	



Tree Plantation drive at SIHFW
[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-11 at 17.12.48.jpeg]
As a drive towards green environment, tree plantation was done at SIHFW on July 4, 2024 and September 11, 2024. Trees were planted by Dr O.P. Thakan, Director SIHFW, Dr Sunita Thakan, Faculty, SIHFW and many other staff at SIHFW. 

[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-11 at 17.11.02.jpeg]
[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.38.16.jpeg]









[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\0c38f1fe-cd9e-4a81-b5b5-a9bfbb2cfd92_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.d92\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.38.16 (1).jpeg]

[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\c0641f74-f6b2-4173-a7ca-e519c31acb93_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.b93\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.38.16 (3).jpeg]







[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\219568f5-6564-405e-9c45-4fd264526818_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.818\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.38.16 (2).jpeg]





[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-06 at 12.54.26 (1).jpeg]
Orientation of CAC Master Trainers on New CAC training package was organised online on September 6, 2024 jointly by SIHFW and IPAS. 
[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-06 at 12.54.27.jpeg]Dr. O.P. Thakan, Director sir, SIHFW and Dr Sunita Thakan, Faculty SIHFW, Dr Rajni Singh, SIHFW joined online sessions under this training. 
Director sir stressed on importance of documentation and keeping records in clinical and medical procedures. 
[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-06-27 at 15.08.04 (1).jpeg]Staff Meetings

[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-08 at 11.26.28 (1).jpeg]Staff Meetings were organised at SIHFW under chairmanship of Director SIHFW. These meetings are organised to review training progress and give quality inputs in planning of all trainings in the State. These meetings also provide opportunity for all coordinators for cross learning from each other. Following are the dates:
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[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-05 at 14.53.56.jpeg]Regular Sessions on Organ Donation at SIHFW

Sessions on Organ Donation are being organised at SIHFW in every training batch. Participants are oriented about the organ donation, legal provisions and clinical conditions for organ donation and procedure for registration. Sessions are delivered by experts from Mohan Foundation (NGO specialising in work of organ donation). 
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Independence Day Celebration at SIHFW 
[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-09 at 17.27.45.jpeg]National Flag was hoisted by Director SIHFW on August 15, 2024, India’s Independence day. SIHFW staff sang patriotic songs. Followed by the flag hoisting celebration, some SIHFW staff were recognised for their hard work and efforts towards success of SIHFW. All cadres of staff were awarded certificates as a token of recognition, including the Faculty, research officers, care takers, support staff, driver, gardeners etc. 

Dr Sunita Thakan, Faculty, SIHFW was also awarded certificate for good work from Department of Medical Health and Family Welfare. 
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[bookmark: page42][bookmark: page45][bookmark: page50]Trainings at SIHFW
Training of Trainers (ToT)
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-23 at 10.31.01.jpeg]Dakshata ToT 
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-23 at 10.31.02.jpeg]This was a 5 days ToT organised at SIHFW on September 23 to 27, 2024. Nursing Officers participated in this training. 19 participants were trained in this batch at SIHFW. Participants are provided hands-on sessions in skill lab at SIHFW.
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ToT on QANC (Quality Antenatal Care)

This is a 3 days ToT organised on Quality ANC at SIHFW. One batch was organised at SIHFW on 31 July to August 2, 2024. 

[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-07-18 at 14.22.09 (7).jpeg]ToT on NSSK
Medical Officers and Nursing Tutors are provided this training to become trainers for field staff on NSSK. This is a 2 days ToT and this batch was organised at SIHFW on July 18-19, 2024.
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[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-09 at 13.22.06.jpeg]ToT on F-IMNCI
This is a 5 days ToT organised at SIHFW for Pediatricians. These specialists further provide training on F-IMNCI training to nursing staff. During this training participants are taken for field visit for hands on learning to JK lone Hospital Jaipur.  This batch was organised on August 5 to 9, 2024.  
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-07 at 11.17.12 (1).jpeg]ToT IMNCI
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-07 at 11.17.14 (1).jpeg]This ToT is of   days and mix group of MD- PSM, Pediatricians, NT/NO/PHN, DPM/DAC etc participate in this training and become IMNCI trainers for ANMs and Nursing staff. During this training participants are taken for field visit for hands on learning to JK lone Hospital Jaipur. This is a 5 days training and two batches were organised at SIHFW on 27-31 August and 17-21 September 2024.  


[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.36.26.jpeg]ToT of District ASHA Trainers 

This training is at present longest duration training organised at SIHFW. This is a 15 days Hybrid training where 8 days online sessions are organised and 7 day offline sessions are organised at SIHFW. Training batch was organised during July 22 to August 8, 2024 at SIHFW and 28 participants were trained in this batch. During offline sessions, participants are trained on skill hands-on practice, with skill demonstration. Participants appear in skill assessments based on OSCI, mock sessions and written paper. Only when participants qualify passing marks, they can become District trainers to give training to ASHA workers. Training methodology also includes Case discussions, written assignments, Role play, lecture methods, etc. 

ToT on NAFLD under NPNCD

This is a one day ToT and 4 batches were organised at SIHFW on ToT for Non Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease under NCD program. Medical Officers are trained in this training. 

State level ToT on Medical Examination under POCSO Act

This ToT training batch of 2 days was organised at SIHFW on August 22-23, 2024. Medical Jurists and Gynecologists and Female Medical Officers participated in this training. 

[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Word\ToT New Contraceptive on 29-30 Aug 2024.jpeg]ToT on New Contraceptives (Antra and Chaya)

One batch of this ToT was organised SIHFW. Participants include Medical Officers and Nursing tutors. Participants became trainers for field functionaries.  This training batch was organised on August 29-30, 2024.

[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-07-08 at 12.17.30 (1).jpeg]
ToT on RKSK
This was a 2 days ToT organised on RKSK. Participants under this training were MOs and after this training they will give training to MOs and ANM. This batch was organised at SIHFW on August 28-29, 2024. 

ToT on PLA
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 3\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.58.05.jpeg]This ToT is organised on Participatory Learning in Action (PLA). This batch was initially organised for 5 districts- Baran, Banswara, Dungarpura, Udaipur and Pratapgarh. Now from this financial year 5 more districts have been added. These are Ajmer, Chitorgah, Jhalawar, Pali ad Rajsamand. Participants include BHS and PHS. 
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 3\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.58.38.jpeg]This training is organised at SIHFW in coordination with Development organizations IPE Global and Ekjut. Sitting arrangement for this training is done on floor with dari and mattresses because this training has relevance with village level field work. Participants of this training will work with staff and community for developing village social maps of available resources and develop village plans with community involvement. Participants will organize PLA sessions at field level involving community members and field functionaries.
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-20 at 11.47.55 (1).jpeg][image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-24 at 12.35.39.jpeg]Role plays are organised on VHSNC meetings and Community Meetings. These dummy meetings are organised on various themes such as PLA, Identification of problems and preparing strategies, Family Planning, Safe Abortion, Nutrition, etc.  

These trainings are also organised at Udaipur coordinated by SIHFW. 

[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-07-12 at 11.00.07.jpeg]Foundation training of Newly recruited Medical Officers 
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\Pics 2\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-23 at 11.51.07 (1).jpeg][image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\Pics 2\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-23 at 11.51.07.jpeg][image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 3\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 16.01.26 (1).jpeg]This is a 12 day training provided to newly recruited Medical Officers. Objective of this training is to orient the newly recruited MOs to learn about the various health programmes and schemes, latest guidelines, Acts, rules and regulations and government procedures, which they have to perform as a Medical officer. The training focuses on sharpening administrative skills of MOs along with clinical roles and responsibilities. First batch of this training was organised at SIHFW during July 8 to 20, 2024. Participants are also taken on field visits such as to observe management of Bio-Medical Waste facility at Super Specialty department of SMS Medical College, Centre for palliative care and medicine at SMS and to observe functioning of NQAS certified facility, participants visited UPHC Devinagar and UPHC Gandhinagar in two smaller groups. 23 Medical Officers were trained in the first batch of this training. 
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-23 at 12.30.13.jpeg]
[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\aee346cb-c2bc-4b78-9662-18d22b743356_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-23 at 16.21.48.zip.356\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-23 at 12.30.11.jpeg]Training of Blood Storage Unit Staff
This is a 3 days training provided to staff of Blood Storage Units. Venue for this training is SDMH, Jaipur. This training is coordinated by SIHFW. This is a mix training for Medical Officers and Lab Technicians. MOs participate for one day in this training and LTs have to complete the 3 days duration.  

RKSK Counselors training
RKSK Counselors were given training on Family Planning Orientation at SIHFW. 

RMNCH Counselors training 

[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-07-23 at 13.21.38 (3).jpeg]RMNCH Counselors were trained on Family Planning Orientation at SIHFW. This batch was organised at SIHFW July 26, 2024. 

Trainings under Immunization Program 
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-05 at 11.02.14.jpeg]Routine Immunization Training for Medical Officers 
[image: C:\Users\Admin\Downloads\IMG-20240125-WA0033 (1).jpg][image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\ae989b69-aed0-4fd2-9b63-bfd2526431ae_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.1ae\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.43.48.jpeg]Routine Immunization training is of 3 days duration organised for Medical Officers at SIHFW. Training batches always scheduled such that first day of training is on Tuesday so that participants get an exposure visit of Routine Immunization session planned on Thursdays (MCHN day). Immunization schedule, AEFI, Cold chain, Vaccine Management etc are the components of this training. 10 batches have been organised at SIHFW during last 3 months. 

NCCMIS
This is a 2 day training on National Cold Chain Management Information System. This training is provided to Cold Chain Technicians (CCT) and Refrigerator Mechanics (RM). 
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\New folder\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-25 at 16.37.41.jpeg][image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\New folder\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-25 at 16.37.44 (2).jpeg]



[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\New folder\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-25 at 16.37.44.jpeg]Orientation for BCMOs 
Two days training –Orientation on Cold Chain for Block level Officials is organised at SIHFW. BCMOs and Medical Officers participate in this training. 
CHO training on Expanded services under Ayushman Bharat Programme 

One batch of 12 days expanded services training was organised at SIHFW on July 11 to 24, 2024. These trainings are also organised routinely at Districts but with an objective to expedite trainings, training batches are also organised at SIHFW. Main components of these trainings include Mental and Neurological Substance Abuse, Elderly, Palliative, Oral, Eye, ENT and Emergency Services. 

Trainings on Malaria Microscopy

Malaria Microscopy
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-07-29 at 10.38.04 (3).jpeg]
Three batches of Malaria microscopy training were organised at SIHFW in last 3 months. In this 5 days training for Lab assistants and Lab technicians are trained in these trainings. 

Training on Vector Borne Diseases

These are 3 days training organised for Medical Officers at SIHFW. 1 batch was organised during July to September 2024.  

Training on Mental Health for Medical Officers (NMHP)

[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\6986e597-c2f7-4408-b06e-1dc7948c5fd5_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.fd5\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.45.31 (1).jpeg]This is a five day training of Medical Officers focused on Suicide Prevention and management. 4 batches have been organised by SIHFW and Medical Officers are trained in these training batches. Participants are taken for a visit to Psychiatric centre, SMS, Jaipur and they are provided case studies which are discussed and analysed through discussions. 
ASHA Handbook training

Refresher training of Handbook is organised under ASHA Program. This is a two day training organised for ASHA mentoring and facilitation staff including ANM/SHS, etc. This training develops better supervision skills in facilitators to provide hand holding for ASHA workers. 

RKSK trainings for Medical Officers and ANM

[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-09 at 14.41.50 (1).jpeg]Trainings on RKSK proramme under Adolescent Health are organised by SIHFW. These are two types of trainings, 5 batches of trainings for Medical Officers were organised at SIHFW and 3 training batches for ANM were organised at HFWTC-Jaipur 
[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\54e16c7d-9d5a-49aa-ae77-f46615343592_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.592\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.39.09.jpeg]
Trainings under Ayurveda Department 

Induction Training of newly recruited Yunani Medical Officers was organised at SIHFW.

[image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\a0e22b3e-b68a-4753-84eb-5748adaefd04_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-08-12 at 17.23.37.zip.d04\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-09 at 14.41.51.jpeg][image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-16 at 09.42.12.jpeg]3 batches of 5 days training were organised for CHOs under Ayurvedadepartment, at SIHFW. Ayurveda CHOs participated at these trainings. Joint training of field staff Staff Nurse, Compounder, ANM and ASHA was also organised at SIHFW. Duration for these trainings is 3 days. 




[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics 1\WhatsApp Image 2024-08-16 at 09.42.13 (1).jpeg][image: C:\Users\Admin\AppData\Local\Temp\b690f19d-3659-4c44-9fdd-cc5928bb238a_WhatsApp Unknown 2024-09-19 at 15.50.13.zip.38a\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 15.39.09 (2).jpeg]


Orientation on Clinical Management of Snake Bite 

This training is provided to Medical Officers. 3 batches of this training were organised at SIHFW. Participants were provided complete protocol for Initial Management of Anake Bite at PHC, CHC level. They were trained on Dos and Don’ts of anake cite. July 25-26, 2024, 12 August, September 11, 2024. 
Training of Dental MO under NOHP 
This is a one day training of Dental Medical Officers under National Oral Health Program. This training is organised at SIHFW. This batch was organised on September 30, 2024.  
Field Trainings organised by SIHFW
Comprehensive Abortion Care (CAC)

Training on Comprehensive Abortion Care (CAC) is organised at District or equivalent hospitals, for 12 days. During last 3 months, 12 batches of CAC training were organised at Jhalawar, Rajsamand, Phalodi, Gangapurcity, (these are the selected training venues). Medical Officers are provided this training.  This is a complete hands-on training. 

Medical Method of Abortion (MMA) Training
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-24 at 12.22.17.jpeg]
This is a clinical training organised at District Hospitals for Medical Officers. 3 batches have been completed in last 3 months. MMA training was organised at Medical College level by SIHFW. 

AAM Expanded Services Training
[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-24 at 12.21.15.jpeg]
These training are provided to various cadres under Ayushman Bharat Programme, working at Ayushman Arogya Mandir. These cadres are Medical Officer, CHO, ANM, Staff Nurse and ASHA. Participants are provided training on key components of Mental and Neurological Substance Abuse, Elderly, Palliative, Oral, Eye, ENT and Emergency Care. 

Recognition of efforts for Internship!

Under SIHFW Internship Programme, two Students doing MBA in Hospital Management from IIHMR, Jaipur completed their internship at SIHFW under mentoring of Dr Sunita Thakan, Faculty at SIHFW. This internship was of two months duration and was part of their curriculum under IIHMR course. Dr Nidhi and Dr Rakshit have successfully under gone Internship at SIHFW. The interns were oriented about various programmes and developed presentations, reference materials, review articles and posters on many contents of Public health and programmes / schemes under NHM. For these assignments they were oriented by various SIHFW staff during May 6 to June 28, 2024. Interns also participated at various ongoing SIHFW activities such as staff Meetings, trainings, various committees monitoring visits around the SIHFW campus and meetings. 

IIHMR has recognized efforts of Dr Sunita Thakan, Faculty SIHFW, in mentoring the interns. A certificate of appreciation has been presented to Dr Sunita Thakan, Faculty for this effort. 


Skill Development of SIHFW Staff
3rd Regional Workshop on Claim Adjudication, STG and NAFU under AB-PM-JAY

[image: D:\E News 2024\October 2024\pics\WhatsApp Image 2024-09-19 at 20.42.42.jpeg]Dr Neha Awasthi, Consultant, SIHFW participated at the 3 days 3rd Regional Workshop organised by National Health Authority (NHA) at New Delhi on July 31 to August 2, 2024. 
National Workshop on Strengthening of Ayushman Bharat Programme 
Ms Archana Saxena, JTA from SIHFW was nominated for participation at 3 days National Workshop cum training on National Workshop for strengthening of Ayushman Bharat Programme. Workshop was organised at NHSRC during August 28 to 30, 2024. 
 (
Participants Feedbacks:
Field visit organised in Foundation training was very amazing and informative. 
Sessions on Rajasthan Service Rules and Right to Information in Foundation training were very informative.
 
)

Health News
Union Health Ministry approves introduction of new shorter and more efficacious treatment regimen for drug-resistant TB in India
Under vision of the Hon’ble Prime Minister to rid the country of TB by 2025, five years ahead of the global target for eliminating the disease under the Sustainable Development Goals, Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has approved introduction of the BPaLM regimen – a novel treatment for Multi-Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis (MDR-TB) under its National TB Elimination Program (NTEP) as a highly effective and shorter treatment option. This regimen includes a new anti-TB drug namely Pretomanid in combination with Bedaquiline & Linezolid (with/without Moxifloxacin). Pretomanid has earlier been approved & licensed for use in India by Central Drugs Standard Control Organization (CDSCO).
The BPaLM regimen, which consists of four-drug combination – Bedaquiline, Pretomanid, Linezolid and Moxifloxacin, has been proven to be safe, more effective and a quicker treatment option than the previous MDR-TB treatment procedure. While traditional MDR-TB treatments can last up to 20 months with severe side effects, BPaLM regimen can cure the drug-resistant TB in just six months with high treatment success rate.  India’s 75,000 drug-resistant TB patients will now be able to avail benefit of this shorter regimen. With the other advantages, there will be an overall saving in cost.
Department of Health & Family Welfare, in consultation with Department of Health Research ensured validation of this new TB treatment regimen that witnessed a thorough review of evidences by in-country subject experts. Department of Health & Family Welfare has also got a Health Technology Assessment done through the Department of Health Research to ensure that this MDR-TB treatment option is safe and cost effective.  
This move by Government of India is expected to significantly boost the country’s progress to achieve its national goal of Ending TB. A country-wide time-bound roll out plan of the BPaLM regimen is being prepared by the Central TB Division of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare in consultation with States/UTs, which includes rigorous capacity building of health professionals for safe administration of the new regimen.					Source: Press Information Bureau, September 6, 2024 

Union MoS for Health and Family Welfare, Smt. Anupriya Patel addresses 14th Indian Organ Donation Day ceremony
“There is a need to promote organ donation from deceased persons and “brain stem dead” people to meet the huge need for organ donation in the country. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has highlighted the importance of organ donation and has given special emphasis on the fact that one organ donor can give new life to up to 8 people.” This was stated by Smt. Anupriya Patel, Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare on the occasion of the 14th Indian Organ Donation Day ceremony organized by the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO), here today in the presence of Dr V K Paul, Member (Health), NITI Aayog.
The Union Minister said that though many countries like Spain, the USA and China are much ahead in organ donation, India has also made some notable achievements in this field in recent times. She also urged officials to take all steps to ensure that no received organs are wasted before getting transplanted.
Dr. Vinod Kumar Paul who was also the Guest of Honour at the event highlighted the huge gap between the demand for and supply of organs and noted the need for institutional reforms in the government hospitals to take up the challenge of organ transplantation. He lamented that there are only around 750 institutions providing organ transplantation services and encouraged the other institutions to also come forward to provide such services. He informed that kidney transplantation is covered under the AB PM-JAY (Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana) and called upon insurance companies to cover organ transplantation and also highlighted significant efforts made by the Union Government to ensure ease of organ transplantation like the “One Nation, One Policy” which removed the domicile and age-related roadblocks to organ transplantation. He ended his address by paying tribute to the organ donors and urging people to unitedly come forward towards this noble cause.
Union Health Secretary, Shri Apurva Chandra highlighted the need to enhance awareness about organ donation as there are a large number of people registering for need of organs. He mentioned that “although India ranks third in organ transplantation, since most organ donations happen amongst family members, there is a need to inspire people to register for organ donation”.
He also stressed that “to ensure that there is no organ wastage, we must strengthen our system. When we receive any brain-dead person, the time is less and we have to harvest the organs in 12 hours and the transplant has to happen within a short window. Hence, we have to improve our systems and it's a big responsibility for NOTTO, SOTTO and ROTTO.”
On the occasion, the Union Minister felicitated 10 family members of deceased donors for their brave decision of donating organs of their loved ones and four recipients of organ donation. Awards were also presented to the best performing States, Regional and State Organ and Tissue Transplant Organizations, medical colleges and institutions, professional societies, medical professionals and Non-Governmental Organizations, etc. to recognize their contribution in the field of organ donation and transplantation. ROTTO North-PGIMER, Chandigarh won the Best ROTTO Award. Telangana bagged the Award for Best SOTTO/State, while Tamil Nadu and Karnataka received the Award for second best SOTTO/ State. Manipur was conferred with Best Emerging State in North East Award. The states winning the Emerging States in Organ Donation Award were: 1) Andhra Pradesh 2) Madhya Pradesh, and 3) Jammu & Kashmir. Award for the best Non-Transplant Organ Retrieval Centres (NTORC) was received by Civil Hospital, Ahmedabad while the Emerging NTORC were: 1. Command Hospital, Chandmandir, and 2. Dr. Rajendra Prasad Government Medical College, Himachal Pradesh. Rajasthan was awarded as the State with Best Awareness/IEC activities. Best Hospital in Private Sector with Highest Deceased Donation Award was received by Yashoda Hospital, Secundrabad. Special Award to Central Govt. Hospital for Efficient Revival of Deceased Organ Donation Programme was won by Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi. Special Award to State Hospital for efficient Revival of Deceased Organ Donation Programme was received by KEM Hospital, Mumbai. The best Brain Stem Death Certifying Team (Region wise) were: 1. West - New Civil Hospital, Surat; 2. North - AllMS, Delhi; 3. South - KIMS, Secundrabad; 4. East - IPGMER, Kolkata.
The event also witnessed the launch of an e-Newsletter, NOTTO’s Annual Report and a manual providing an introduction to the Organ Transport Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).
As a part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, a special campaign ‘Angdaan Mahotsav’ was organised in the year 2023 throughout the country as a “Jan Andolan”. The month of July is observed as the Organ Donation Month. This year under the campaign titled “Angdaan Jan Jagrukta Abhiyaan” various awareness activities are being organized across the country from city to village level through all Central Government Ministries/Departments, State/UT Governments/National, Regional and State Organ & Tissue networking organizations/Hospitals / Institutions and Medical Colleges, NGOs and other stakeholders.
The event was also attended by Dr Anil Kumar, Director, NOTTO; Delhi Police personnel, organ recipients, students, as well as senior officials from the Union Health Ministry.
The Indian Organ Donation Day (IODD) is observed annually since 2010 to augment awareness about brain stem death and organ donation, dispel myths and misconceptions associated with organ donation and motivate and encourage the citizens of the country to donate organs and tissues after death, as well as to imbibe the values of organ donation in their lives. To reduce the demand for organ transplantation, campaign activities also promote adoption of healthy lifestyles, wellness and take steps for prevention of organ failure. The 14th IODD is an opportunity to motivate people to donate organs in order to bridge the existing gap between the number of people in need of organs for transplant and the number of donors.
Every donated organ is precious, lifesaving and a national resource. A person after his death can give new life to up to 8 people by donating vital organs namely Kidney, Liver, Lung, Heart, Pancreas and Intestine and improve quality life of many more by donating tissues like cornea, skin, bone and heart valve etc. People are encouraged to come forward to pledge for a noble cause and contribute in this national endeavor. For any information on organ donation and transplantation one can visit the website of NOTTO www.notto.mohfw.gov.in or call tollfree helpline number 180114770.
This year under the campaign “Angdaan Jan Jagrukta Abhiyaan” various awareness activities have been organized across the country from city to village level involving all Central Government Ministries/Departments, State/UT Governments/National, Regional and State Organ & Tissue networking organisations/Hospitals / Institutions and Medical Colleges, NGOs and other stakeholders. Under the Abhiyaan, the month of July was observed as the Organ Donation Month. To facilitate citizens to pledge for organ and tissue donation, a web portal https://notto.abdm.gov.in is functional through which till now, more than 1.7 lakh citizens have come forward and registered their pledge since 17th September, 2023.
Source: Press Information Bureau, August 3, 2024 

Governments progress on negotiations for a pandemic agreement to boost global preparedness for future emergencies

Government-led negotiations on the world’s first agreement to protect people from future pandemics made significant progress during the latest round of discussions that ended today at the World Health Organization (WHO).
Substantive progress on the draft agreement, increased involvement of civil society and non-State actors, and a commitment by all parties to sustain momentum towards a pandemic agreement were hallmarks of the 11th meeting of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB), which comprises the 194 member governments of WHO, and ran from 9-20 September in Geneva. Negotiators will resume discussions, at a 12th round, from 4-15 November.
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General, praised the “collective commitment” shown by governments and other stakeholders to conclude the pandemic agreement, and an urgent need to do so in light of the persistent threat shown by viruses with pandemic potential. 
“The next pandemic will not wait for us, whether from a flu virus like H5N1, another corona virus, or another family of viruses we don’t yet know about,” Dr Tedros told the meeting. “But all the ingredients are in place to meet the objective of countries to negotiate a generational pandemic agreement. The world needs hope that it is still possible for countries to find common solutions to common problems. You can provide that hope.”
Ambassador Anne-Claire Amprou, INB Bureau Co-chair of France, said the latest round of negotiations demonstrated the commitment by governments towards a pandemic accord to make the world safer and healthier. It also showed the critical role being played by civil society and other non-governmental stakeholders to ensure that equity, innovation and collaboration are at the heart of the agreement.  
“During extensive discussions, visible commitment was shown by Member States of WHO towards a pandemic agreement,” Ambassador Amprou said. “There was clear recognition from all countries that we must agree on a way forward to work better, together, to protect their citizens from future pandemics.”
Ambassador Amprou added: “The constructive contributions by INB relevant stakeholders were incredibly valuable. Together, we must sustain this progress during the coming months to realize our shared goal to forge a pandemic agreement that guides future global responses to pandemics.”
Each day during the past two weeks of discussions, INB relevant stakeholders joined negotiators for updates on progress and next steps, the latest version of the draft agreement reflecting the latest government proposals, and to offer suggestions. Detailed interactive dialogues were held during the week prior on critical subjects and publicly broadcast.
“There is growing urgency for an effective Pandemic Agreement that does not only prepares us for the next pandemic but helps prevent it, including via a One Health approach,” said Nina Jamal, Head of Pandemics at the global animal welfare organisation FOUR PAWS. “We thank the Bureau for transparency towards relevant stakeholders, increased openness and constructive proposals by Member States, promoting successful negotiations. We are looking forward to further progress on the substance of the pandemic agreement and improved dialogue among member states to arrive at a meaningful, effective result."
Michelle Childs, Policy Advocacy Director for the Drugs for Neglected Diseases initiative (DNDi), added: “DNDi welcomes the sharing of the draft texts and daily briefings. These help to improve the ability of stakeholders to follow and input and counter misinformation about what is actually being discussed. We encourage further steps to enhance transparency, including making stakeholder interventions publicly available.”
Ms Precious Matsoso, INB Co-Chair from South Africa, said there was progress on fundamental areas of the draft agreement, including on research and development, regulatory systems strengthening, One Health, pandemic prevention and technology, supply chain networks and a new system for increased access to pathogens of pandemic potential and sharing of benefits, such as vaccines, diagnostics and treatments.
“Following nearly three years of negotiations, countries are now focused on the remaining and most critical elements of the draft agreement to protect the world from future pandemics,” Ms Matsoso said.
Ms Matsoso added: “At the heart of the negotiations is recognition that collaboration among countries will ensure the world will not be left vulnerable in the face of future pandemics, while each and every country will maintain their sovereignty and control over national health decision-making.”
Source: Press Information Bureau, September 20, 2024 

WHO launches global framework for understanding the origins of new or re-emerging pathogens

With the support of the Scientific Advisory Group for the Origins of Novel Pathogens (SAGO), the World Health Organization (WHO) has published a global framework to help Member States comprehensively investigate the origins of new and re-emerging pathogens. While there are a number of tools available for investigating infectious disease outbreaks, this is the first unified, structured approach to investigating the origins of a novel pathogen. This framework aims to fill that gap by providing a comprehensive set of scientific investigations and studies. It is the first version of a “how-to” guide that will be updated as and when needed, based on feedback from users.
As each outbreak and pandemic demonstrates, human and animal health is threatened by the increasing risk of the emergence of known (such as Ebola, Nipah, avian influenza, Lassa and Monkeypox viruses) and novel pathogens with epidemic and pandemic potential (novel influenza, MERS-CoV, SARS-CoV-1, SARS-CoV-2), the ability to prevent, and when we cannot prevent, to swiftly contain outbreaks and identify their origins is scientifically, morally, and financially more critical than ever.
The WHO global framework outlines scientific investigations and studies for six technical elements:
· Early investigations of the first identified cases/ clusters / outbreaks to identify potential sources of exposure, collection of samples at the source, define the characteristics of the novel pathogen involved for establishment of diagnostic assays.
· Human studies: to understand the epidemiology including clinical presentation, modes of transmission, pathology and earliest presence in syndromic surveillance samples. 
· Human/Animal interface studies to identify potential animal reservoirs, intermediate hosts and reverse zoonoses.
· studies to identify insect vectors or other sources of infection as well as earliest presence in the environment.  …
· Genomics and Phylogenetics studies to identify precursor strains, genomic characteristics, evolution in intermediate hosts and humans and spatial distribution over time.
· Biosafety/Biosecurity studies to determine if a breach in laboratory or research activities may have been associated with the first cases.
The WHO Global framework has been designed as a resource for scientists, researchers, public health authorities, and investigators in Member States. It provides guidance when and how to initiate such multi-disciplinary investigations and offers recommendations to countries on the capacities and tools needed to successfully implement them.  This includes the capacities needed such as human resources, human, animal, and environmental surveillance systems; biosafety and biosecurity regulations; and laboratories with testing and sequencing expertise – and the importance of sharing the findings of such investigations as soon as possible to guide next steps. These recommendations were developed to align with the International Health Regulations (IHR) and using a One Health approach.
Timely and comprehensive investigations into pathogens’ origins are critical for preventing and containing global health crises. The findings from such investigations provide the basis for stopping outbreaks before they begin, halting transmission chains and reducing the risk of pathogen spillover from animals to humans.  They also can confirm or exclude the possibility of an unintentional breach in laboratory biosafety and biosecurity.
To achieve this, is it critical for countries to conduct these are sharing initial findings in a rapid, complete and transparent manner as soon as results are available to ensure the implementation of measures to mitigate further transmission and prevent new spillover events and, eventually, future pandemics.
“Understanding when, where, how and why epidemics and pandemics begin is both a scientific imperative, to prevent future outbreaks, and a moral imperative for the sake of those who lose their lives to them,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “This framework provides for the first time comprehensive guidance on the studies that are needed to investigate the origins of emerging and reemerging pathogens. If it had been in place when COVID-19 struck, the quest to understand its origins may have been less contentious and more successful. WHO continues to call on China to share all information it has on the origins of COVID-19, so that all hypotheses can be investigated.”
Established in November 2021 and made up of independent experts from around the world, the SAGO was tasked with identifying the best technical and scientific approaches to understanding the origins of emerging and re-emerging pathogens and developing this global framework. The SAGO forms part of a strengthened health emergency preparedness and prevention system developed by WHO, its Member States and many health and scientific partners. Source: Health News, WHO Media brief, September 4, 2024
India’s Preventive Public Health Measures Against Mpox
Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired a high-level meeting on August 18, 2024, to review India's preparedness for Mpox and related public health measures. During the meeting, it was noted that Mpox infections are generally self-limiting, lasting between 2 and 4 weeks, and patients usually recover through supportive medical care and management. Several preparatory steps had already been taken in August 2024:
· On August 12, 2024, the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) held a meeting of experts to assess the Mpox risk for India.
· The NCDC revised its earlier Communicable Disease (CD) Alert on Mpox to incorporate recent updates.
· Health teams at international airports and ports of entry have been trained and informed about the current situation.
The Director General of Health Services (DGHS) also conducted a video conference with over 200 participants, including state-level health authorities and Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) units, to raise awareness about Mpox. The conference emphasized the need for enhanced surveillance and prompt case detection.
On August 16, 2024, a Joint Monitoring Group Meeting was held under the chairmanship of the Director General of Health Services. his meeting brought together experts from various relevant fields, including representatives from the NCDC, World Health Organization (WHO), Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), National Centre for Vector Borne Disease Control Programme (NVBDCP), Directorate General of Health Services, Central Government Hospitals, and All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS).
It was also directed that surveillance be strengthened and effective measures be implemented for the prompt detection of cases. Additionally, it was instructed that the network of testing laboratories be upgraded to ensure early diagnosis. Currently, 35 laboratories across the country are equipped to test suspected cases of Mpox. It was stressed during these meetings that protocols for prevention and treatment of Mpox should be widely disseminated. An awareness campaign targeting healthcare providers was also emphasized, focusing on the signs and symptoms of the disease and the importance of timely reporting to the surveillance system. India has been taking proactive measures against Mpox. The country has implemented a comprehensive strategy involving expert consultations, enhanced surveillance, laboratory preparedness, and awareness campaigns. While remaining vigilant, Indian health authorities have assessed a low risk of a large-scale outbreak, demonstrating a balanced approach to public health management in the face of emerging infectious diseases. Source: Press Information Bureau, September 10, 2024
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